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1. Cutout the mobile (two back to back is best) and the stars (for additional stars copy more

PresiJaesmtn -ICIEEBamrb-Ana MaEdilttenni fer Weykn

your own) and help your child decorate the stars with photos or drawingspsfiilim ganen * x x % % | OCATI ONS * * * % =

for him.
2. Fold and glue the mobile and the stars in the middle. Livingston County B'%%%E'M;?gfs'sogm'rgf sulla%ns County Branch
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Back to School already?
By Jill Griffith, Referral Specialist

A=

It is hard to believe that stores are lining shelves with pens,
folders, and backpacks already! School just ended less then two
weeks ago. As retailers plan ahead, so should families. Many
school age programs open enrollment before the previous school
year ends to ensure that current families can continue with their
services while allowing the program to estimate possible new
enrollments.

Have you made arrangements for before/after school care for your
child? If you have, you are ahead of the game, congratulations! If
you havendt started to think
article, don't worry you are not alone.

Finding the right fit for you
Starting early may help you find the perfect child care solution.

Some things to consider when looking for child care for a
school aged child:
Does the school di strict
Are there other school aged children in the program?
Does the provider have homework time scheduled ?
Can the provider help with homework?
Is the provider opened on half days or no school days?
What is the snow day policy?
If you are considering a School Age program or Center based
program, ask what the staff turnover rate is.
Are there openings for younger siblings (if applicable)?
Is there age appropriate play areas the children have regular
access to?
1 Is there someone on staff that is M.A.T. approved?
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Child care center or school age programs have a 10:1 ratio for
children age 5 yrs -12yrs.

New state regulations went into effect on June 1,
2015. The changes include the elimination of
electronic devices being used in the program.
Children and staff are to refrain from using cell
phones, IPods, hand held gaming devices, or
televisions while supervising children.

Bqck to S¢hoel

Always remember to look on the Office of Child and Family
Services website to see if programs have violations and if they have
been corrected. http://ocfs.ny.gov/main/childcare/default.asp.
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Strengthening Supervisory Skills
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responsibility of the day care center director.

Directors have the challenge of negotiating and meeting the needs of staff, parent:
children and many times, board members as well as owners. Hatevelopkd
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challenge.

The first portion of this workshop will focus on the skills and strategies necessary f
effective team building and leadershilpe importance of trust, conflict resolution,
commitment, accountability and attention to quality will be discussed, as will methc
to foster these things with, and among, the staff. We will also address tailoring you
communication style, ensuring developmentally appropriate practice and effectual
delegation. The afternoon portion of the training will focus on performance situatiol
which will be examined in detail. The numerous considerations involved in assessi
and intervening in performance problems will be described, and a systematic appr
for addressing these considerations will be introduced. Participants will then have
opportunity to apply this approach to a specific performance dilemma by carefully
analyzing the nature of the problem and the potential solutions.
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The Know Place

Dramatic Play: Where Imaginations Run Free!

By Rose Shufelt, Infant Toddler Specialist

Providing toddlers with dramatic play experiences is a wonderful
way to let them explore and understand their role in the world they

live

in. Pretend play also helps children understand symbols. For

example, when a toddler plays with a block and holds it to her ear

like
can

a telephone, she is beginning to understand how one object
represent another. This is an important skill toddlers will need

to utilize when they are older and beginning to read. Playing with
friends helps toddlers learn important social skills and rules and
develop problem solving skills. Imagination truly starts to show
between one and two years of age, depending on the child. Try the
following and bring dramatic play to your infants and toddlers:

For

For

The list is endless. Use

Infants

Provide babies with shatter  -proof

mirrors that they can examine their

facial expressions with.

Supply them with soft baby dolls to

reach for and play with.

Physical activities that encourage

exploration, like pushing/pulling, filling/

dumping, climbing in/out, around and

on top of will help them develop their pretend play and enhance
other areas of brain development.

Boxes, purses, and sand/water play all encourage dumping
and filling.

Larger baby safe pushing and riding toys help promote physical
exploration.

Toddlers

Provide them with toddler safe materials such as: pots and
pans, dishes, hats, purses, briefcases, suitcases, shopping
carts, hats, scarves, baby dolls and accessories such as bottles,
blankets, phones, cameras, jackets, dresses, and
transportation vehicles to play with freely.

Give children items to dance with, play doctor, construction
worker and other materials to explore adult roles. Including
items such as tutus, stethoscopes, boots, and flashlights will
encourage this type of play.

your imagination when setting up your

dramatic play area.

Reference: Capital District CCC, IT Resource Network
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